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tion, should have been given by Lieut .-Colonel Hentsch
direct to the Commander of the First Army.

THE WITHDRAWAL TO THE AISNE

From French sources now available, it is clear that
General Maunoury had so early as the evening of the
8th considered the advisability of a retreat to a position
of defence on the line Monthyon-St. Soupplets-Le
Plessis Belleville. A tactical victory of the First Army
over the Army of Maunoury on the extreme left wing
of the French forces seemed indeed certain, and it
was possible that by the continuation of the offensive
on the 9th a far-reaching success might have been ob-
tained. It is probable also that the British could not
have come forward very rapidly at first after the fight
at Montbertoin.* Nevertheless, after the instructions
from the Supreme Command, there could be no longer
any doubt as to the necessity for the retreat ordered.
To what extent any further considerable successes of the
First Army might influence the course of the operations
of the German Armies fighting to the east of it was,
from the standpoint of the First Army Cgrnmander,
a question not to be ignored. In the opinion of the
Staff Officer from the Supreme Command provided with
full powers such, however, was not the case. The
breach between the two Armies on the right wing
threatened to open still wider, thus uncovering the
flank and rear of the First Army, whilst the Second
Army would naturally improve its situation as it con-
tinued its withdrawal in a north-easterly direction.
The full advantages of the success already begun

* The British Expeditionary Force advanced ten to fifteen miles
on the 10th against opposition, so the supposed German success at
Monbertoin does not seem to have afiected it (see p. 137, footnote).